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made flesh in just the specific person whom a Christian calls
Lord,' is a proposition which admits of no establishment by
the empirical appeal to certified fact."1
The assertion of this supreme historical fact is further added
to by assertions of miraculous occurrences in the life of Christ.
With the philosophical arguments which may be advanced
to show the possibility of miraculous occurrences we are not
concerned; it may be argued that there is nothing intrinsically
absurd in believing in miracle, if we once grant the point
from which religion starts. The general fact with which we are
concerned is that it would be impossible to remove from
Christianity its belief in miracles without profoundly changing
it. And a religion which is to hold itself as a final revelation
of God cannot, what it would not wish to do, rid itself of such
a belief, For miracle is for religion, believing in the reality
of God disclosing himself to man, the intrusion of the super-
natural into the natural and the assertion of the supremacy
of the supernatural. That the extraordinary and miraculous
will accompany any direct revelation of God through any
chosen person is a belief to which mankind has ever been
prone; and it would naturally be inconceivable that a religion,
which holds that God has in a certain life made a final revelation
of himself, should not hold fast to miraculous occurrences
which were claimed to have occurred during that life. And there
is no reason to believe that, in the belief in miracles, there is
anything intrinsically unreasonable; there is nothing in miracle
which conflicts with a view of the world as a rational order;
and indeed miracle, so far from being in the eyes of religion
an inexplicable marvel, is rather a higher manifestation of
a supreme purpose showing itself to its creatures. It is true
that in a sense miracle is, for the religious consciousness,
something inexplicable, if we view it from the standpoint of
physical science; yet also, for religion, its inexplicability from
that point of view is necessary in order to make it explicable
as a revelation of transcendent purpose. Any attempt by a
1 Faith of a Moralist^ Vol. II, pp. 125-6.